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that they are of a sickly and a short- Their short
lived nature, and want that hardy and andpreca-
vigorous temperament, which is requisite ™us dura'
for enabling them to bear without injury, tlon'
or even to survive, the rude shocks and the variable
and churlish seasons, to which in such a world as
this they must ever be exposed. It is only a Chris-
tian love, of which it is the character, that u it suf-
fereth long, and yet is kind;" " that it is not easily
provoked, that it beareth all things, and endureth all
things." In the spring of youth indeed, the blood
flows freely through the veins; we are flushed with
health and confidence; hope is young and ardent,
our desires are unsated, and whatever we see has the
grace of novelty; we are the more disposed to be
good-natured, because we are pleased; pleased,
because universally well received. Wherever we cast
our eyes, we see some face of friendship, and love,
and gratulation. All nature smiles around us. In
this season the amiable tempers of which we have
been speaking naturally spring up. The soil suits,
the climate favours them. They appear to shoot
forth vigorously, and blossom in gay luxuriance. To
the superficial eye, all is fair and flourishing; we
anticipate the fruits of autumn, and promise ourselves
an ample produce. But by and by the sun scorches,
the frost nips, the winds rise, the rains descend ; our
golden dreams are blasted, all our fond expectations
are no more. Our youthful efforts, let it be sup-
posed, have been successful; and we rise to wealth
or eminence. A kind flexible temper and popular
manners have produced in us, as they are too apt,
a youth of easy social dissipation, and unproductive
idleness ; and we are overtaken too late by the con-
sciousness of having wasted that time which cannot
be recalled, and those opportunities which we can-
not now recover. We sink into disregard and

